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WRITE YOUR ARTIST’S STATEMENT 

 

To get an overview of your work. Mind maps are a simple brainstorm strategy that really work. Write 
down anything that comes to mind about your work. How does it connect? What repeats? What  stands 
out? The answers to these questions will likely form the basis of your statement.  

START WITH A MINDMAP: 

 

 Who is your audience? 

 Who are your influences? 

 Explain your work to a child. 

 How do you make your work? 
 How do your materials inform your concept? 

 How is your work unique? 

ASK YOURSELF: 

 

Artists are often guilty of using unnecessary and fanciful words. Some Artists feel they need to embellish 
language to legitimise their work, but this often achieves the opposite effect. The more jargon used the 
more the work appears insecure.  Instead of explaining with academic language, find a way to simply 
lead the viewer into the work. The statement is not a representation of the work but a strategy to get 
people interested.  Avoiding jargon by using the most specific language with economy.  

KEEP IT SIMPLE: 

 

We need to talk about ideas and concepts, and we need terms that represent them. Your Artist state-
ment needs specific information and it can be helpful to make an initial list of essential information 
which becomes the skeleton for your statement. By clearly stating this information, your writing can be 
more concise. 

OUTLINE NECESSARY INFO: 

 The most important thing for artists to write is their artist statement and can dictate how people view 
your work.  An artist statement should briefly describe how the artist works, and what their work means. 
Keep to no longer than a page and can be as short as one hundred words. You can use it for galleries, 
press mentions, portfolios, applications and submissions.  

 

1. A general introduction to your work or a body of work. 
2. Some detail about how these issues or ideas are presented in your work 
3. Why you created this work and its history. 
4. Your overall vision. 
5. What you expect from your audience and how they will react. 
6. How your current work relates to your previous work. 
7. Where your work fits in with current contemporary art. 
8. How your work fits in with the history of art practice. 
9. How your work fits into a group exhibition, or a series of projects you have done. 
10. Sources and inspiration for your work. 
11. How your work relates to other artists’ work or other influences. 
12. How a certain technique is important to the work. 
13. Your philosophy of Art making or of the work’s origin. 

WHAT YOU COULD INCLUDE: 
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Using an active voice in your writing will allow your writing to be as brief and will keep your work in the 
present. This makes it feel current and important which will make it more an impactful. A handy app as a 
first editing strategy to keep in active voice is Hemingway Editor. This online app screens writing for pas-
sive tense, adverbs, and run-on sentences. Then return to read it through again. Creating distance from 
the writing is a major key to editing. If you’re too absorbed in writing you won’t be able to see it with 
fresh eyes.  

Another tool that is helpful is a text-to-speech app to read it out loud.  

Also, consider the order of paragraphs in your statement. Sometimes, we edit until we realise that the 
whole piece of writing needs reordering.  

USE AN ACTIVE VOICE 

 

Artist statements are just like a cover letter and you should modify your statement for the application. 

Some applications will require a much shorter Artist’s statement so keep each version you make.  short-

ening or lengthening it depending on requirements of the application. It could also mean emphasising 

different aspects of your work depending on what and where you are applying. Each statement should 

consider the context for the statement.  

CREATE DIFFERENT VERSIONS: 

 

 Get to the point 

 Include precise references 

 Use active voice 

 Use many editors 

 Be specific 

 Be clear 

 Match your writing to your work 

 Change your statement based on the        
opportunity 

 Draw the reader into your world 

DO: 
 

 Use jargon 

 Generalise 

 Use passive or inconsistent voices 

 Include unnecessary but pretentious      
references 

 Include biographical information (this 
should be only used in a bio or CV) 

 Romanticise 

 Use statements starting with “I hope 
to…” , “I will…” or “I am trying to…“        
instead tell say what you do with           
confidence 

DON’T: 

http://www.hemingwayapp.com/

